
Asia Pacific Civil-Military  
Centre of Excellence 

The Asia Pacific Civil-Military Centre of 
Excellence is located in Queanbeyan, 
New South Wales, and was officially 
opened by the Prime Minister of 
Australia on 27 November 2008. 

The Australian Government has 
established the Centre to support the 
development of national  
civil-military capabilities to prevent, 
prepare for and respond more 
effectively to conflicts and disasters 
overseas.   

The Centre is a whole-of-government 
initiative with staff drawn from 
relevant departments, agencies, and 
non-government organisations, and is 
managed within the Australian 
Defence Organisation. 

Key partners for the Centre include 
United Nations agencies, regional 
organisations, bilateral partners,  
Non-Government Organisations, and 
academic and training institutions. 

Asia Pacific Civil-Military Centre of 
Excellence 
PO Box 7947 

Canberra BC ACT 2610 
Phone: + 61 2 6160 2200 
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Keynote speakers include: 

The Hon. Dr Mike Kelly AM MP 
Parliamentary Secretary for Defence 
Support  
 
Mr Duncan Lewis AO DSC  
National Security Advisor  
Department of the Prime Minister and 
Cabinet 
 
Air Chief Marshall Angus Houston AC AFC 
Chief of the Defence Force 
 
Professor Ramesh Thakur BA PhD  
2009 Sir Ninian Stephen Visiting Scholar 
 
 

 

 

 
Mr Richard Teuten 
United Kingdom Stabilisation Unit 
 
Mr Ian Martin 
Former United Nations Special 
Representative to the United Nations 
Secretary-General in East Timor and Nepal 
 
Ms Izumi Nakamitsu (tbc) 
Department of Peacekeeping Operations  
 
Professor William Maley 
Australian National University 
 
Lieutenant General Nadeem Ahmed tbc 
Pakistan Army 
 
Mr Whit Mason 
University of New South Wales 
 
Lieutenant General Jasbir Lidder 
Indian Army 
 
Mr Michael Gaouette 
United Nations Assistance Mission in Darfur 
 
Major General Patrick Cammaert 
United Nations Force Commander 
 
Mr Dimitry Titov (tbc) 
Department of Peacekeeping Operations  
 
Mr Sebastian Rhodes-Sampa 
Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs 
 
Mr Bobby Ray Gordon 
Center for Excellence in Disaster 
Management & Humanitarian Assistance 
 



 

Overview 
The Civil Military Interaction Seminar 
2009 is the second component of core 
civil-military training and education, 
provided by the Asia Pacific Civil-Military 
Centre of Excellence.   
 
CMIS will involve presenters and 
participants from Military, Police, United 
Nations, Non-government organisations, 
and relevant civilian agencies, primarily 
within Australia and the Asia-Pacific 
region.  

Aim 
The aim of CMIS is to enhance 
understanding of the role of civil-military 
relationships in conflicts and disasters.   
 
Four themes will be developed on: 
conflict prevention and the protection 
of civilians; governance and the rule of 
law; disaster management and 
humanitarian action; and peace and 
stabilisation operations.  

The program will include presentations, 
case studies, panel discussions, and 
working group activities.  

Learning outcomes 
• Acquire a critical understanding of 

emerging civil-military issues; 

• Enhance the understanding of 
contemporary civil-military issues 
relevant to United Nations missions 
and peacekeeping operations; 

• Identify, assess and evaluate 
interagency opportunities for  
civil-military integration; 

• Analyse the civil-military factors 
relevant to planning for the conduct 
of civil-military strategies or actions; 

• Apply lessons learnt to the 
development of outline plans or 
models for civil-military strategies 
and actions; 

• Develop approaches for partnering, 
cooperation and collaboration; and 

• Build relationship with relevant 
practitioners from military and civilian 
agencies. 

Curriculum 
The curriculum explores emerging issues 
and applies lessons learnt to developing 
new models and strategies  

The curriculum will be delivered through: 

• Presentations - Presentations provide 
professional insights from high-level 

policy makers and subject matter 
experts  to enhance knowledge and 
stimulate discussions; 

• Case Studies - Experienced 
practitioners provide in depth 
analysis on actual missions and 
events; 

• Panel Discussion – Experienced 
practitioners explore topics relevant 
to the four themes; 

• Working Groups – Participants 
identify lesson and determine 
strategies to specific issues; and  

• Reflections – Participants have the 
opportunity to reflect on each day’s 
learning.   

 

Further information on CMIS can be 
found on the Centre’s website at: 

http://www.civmilcoe.gov.au 
 

 


